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FORMATION

Our Seminary Numbers

By Fr. John Mundua, AJ

The future of any family
depends on the number of
new members, as Apostles of
Jesus family, God’s favor is
upon us, our vocations keep
on increasing each year. |
can say that our fear of God,
makes “all things work well
for those who love God.”

Our formation is divided into
three levels. At the
philosophical level we have
74 students in total; there are
24 in year 1, 22 in year Il and
28 in third Year.

At theological level are 29
students. In theology year |
are 3, year lll are 18, year IV
are 8. We have none in year
[l. While at the Noviate level,
we have a total of 38 novices
of whom 14 are in year | and
24 in year |l.

The Institute collaborates with
other dioceses and
Congregations; thus, we have
7 students from Mwanza
Archdiocese in Tanzania.

Four students from the
Catholic Diocese of Lodwar in
Kenya and One student from
the Dominican Missionaries
for deaf and blind.

Following the changes from
the Vatican, the students in
theology level with temporal
vows are called Junior and
the postulants in philosophy
level are at the level of
propaedeutic level.

AJ ongoing formation, Malvern Retfeat Center, 2025

This year we received 31 new
priests. They have been
distributed to different
missions around the world: 8
assigned to Uganda, 7
assigned to Kenya, 6 to
Tanzania province, 2 to South
Africa, 2 to Cuba and 3 to
Generalate and 3 are yet to
be assigned.

Thank you, confreres, for
supporting the formation of
our future members.




Ten make a brave step

By Postulant Benus Woniala

Ten men, on August 22nd,
2025, voluntarily and with full
act of their knowledge made
a brave step to become
permanent members of the
Apostles of Jesus religious
Institute at the Philosophicum
Chapel, Nairobi-Kenya by
vowing to God to live a life of
chastity, obedience and
poverty.

The three evangelical
counsels chastity, obedience
and poverty pronounced
publicly before a superior
consecrates one to God for
the service of the church in a
specific institute. Presiding
over a colorful celebration of

the Holy Mass for religious
profession, was the Pontifical
Commissary Fr. Angelo
Bettelli, FACC, concelebrated
by 25 priests and attended by
parents, religious brothers and
sisters of Mazzoldi — Maren-
goni family, seminarians and
friends. In his homily, Fr.
Angelo, urged the candidates
to practice the great
commandment of love of God
and neighbour, “Brothers
deepen your spirit for the love
of God, your fellow brothers in
the community and for the
people that you will be sent to
work with.”

He reminded the candidates
that there is no life without
difficulties and challenges
saying, “You will encounter
most challenging circumstanc-
es but, | encourage you to be
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ready to face them. Always be
in close relationship with
Jesus in prayer, and asking for
the intercession of the Most
Blessed Virgin Mary.” He
reiterated, “It is this love for
Jesus and your openness to
the Holy Spirit, listening to him
in meditation and acting
according to the will of God
that will make you a happy
religious.”

Happiness could be seen on
the faces of the newly
professed brothers. They
commented that they felt so
happy and grateful to God that
they had finally reached their
long-awaited desire of being
incorporated into the family of
the Apostles of Jesus.

The newly professed were
informed that they will



henceforth share everything
in common with the rest of the
members. The new members
expressed their gratitude to
God for the gift of
perseverance, noting that
they started forty two in

Archbishop Alexander Sample Prays and Dines

number but only ten have
reached the finishing line.
They acknowledged that it
was by the grace of God and
His favor that brought them
this far. They expressed their
gratitude to the formators,

MISSION

with the Apostles of Jesus Missionaries

By Fr. Freddy Ocun, AJ

The Apostles of Jesus
Missionaries, in the
Archdiocese of Portland in
Oregon, were joined by
Archbishop Alexander
Sample for Vespers and
dinner at St. Philip Benizi
Catholic Church on
September 16, 2025.
Present at the gathering was
the Apostles of Jesus
Regional Superior,

Fr. Augustine Idra, AJ.

Speaking on behalf of the
Apostles of Jesus, the
Regional Superior

Fr. Augustine, AJ, thanked
the Archbishop for honoring
the invitation to join the
Apostles of Jesus for

Vespers and dinner. He
thanked him for his support of
and warm welcome to the
Apostles of Jesus in his
Archdiocese.

There are eleven Apostles of
Jesus serving in parishes and
hospital ministry in the
Archdiocese.

We hope that, with more of
the members being ordained
to the priesthood, His Grace
the Archbishop would
consider having more
members.

In his remarks, Archbishop
Alexander, expressed his
gratitude to the Apostles of
Jesus missionaries for their
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benefactors and parents. The
brothers will continue with
their religious formation for a
year.

steadfastness in living their
charism. He urged them to
be firm in their commitment
and service.

He said, the local Church is
grateful for the care you
offer to the people of the
Archdiocese. Underlining
that, he hadn’t interacted
much with those in the
hospital ministry before, to
express his gratitude to
them for the emotional and
spiritual care they provide to
the sick; and the relief they
give to the clergy in the
parishes as, “The people
you care for in the hospitals,
are my people,” he said.

He reiterated, without you,
we would be short of priests:
“You are very much loved by
us, by the clergy and the
people of the Archdiocese.”
He continued, “There is
something special about the



Apostles of Jesus - about the
Charism, the spirituality,
more so the missionary spirit.
Your solid formation, and we
feel you have a sense of the
missionary spirit. You learn
the local community, the local
culture and you adapt so well
to them. That is what a
missionary does — adapts to
the local situations and
ministers within the local
setting in a unique way. It is
not always for many,” he
said.

He emphasized that today,
the church needs priests who
are faithful to her teachings,
“In this difficult time, we need

priests who are faithful to

Jesus, to the teaching of

Jesus, the teaching of the
Church.”

He thanked the Apostles of
Jesus for the joy they bring to
the community; “You bring
Joyful witness of the Gospel to
the people of God, a joy that
is uniquely African” adding
“You can take an African out
of Africa, but you cannot take
the Africanness out of the
African.”

Archbishop Alexander
Sample stressed: “You are
our brothers as much as
everyone else,” he concluded.
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The Regional Superior gifted
the Archbishop with the
Apostles of Jesus’ Guide to
Prayer and twelve pieces of
Apostles of Jesus’ pens
symbolizing the twelve
Apostles of the Lord Jesus.

The hosting priest, Fr. Peter
Okola, AJ, thanked the
Archbishop for his presence.

The first Apostles of Jesus
member to the Archdiocese
is, Fr. Francis Njau, AJ. He
was received in 2004 by the
late Archbishop, John
Vlanzny.

Confreres with Archbishop Alexander at the centre
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STEWARDSHIP

“The will of God surpasses all”

By Fr. Pius Wesonga, AJ

His Lordship Bishop Alfred
Rotich of the Catholic
Diocese of Kericho in Kenya,
has appointed Fr. Thomas
Cheruiyot Kenduiywa, AJ, his
Vicar General. The
announcement was made at
the occasion of the Diocesan
ordinations and Jubilee
Celebrations in the Cathedral
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Kericho.

Speaking with the new Vicar
General, Fr. Thomas, he
expressed that he felt
surprised when the bishop at
first consulted him, “| felt
confused... actually even
now | am still confused... the
bishop called and consulted
with me, | categorically told
him no. It took us two hours
in discussion but he kept on
insisting | have prayed and
meditated on this many
times, but the lord points his
finger at you. Yes, his finger
is pointing at you. You are
the one! The lot has fallen on
you, he insisted” said

Fr. Thomas.

Fr. Cheruiyot went on,
“When we were in the middle
of the dialogue, the
telephone interrupted. It was
the nuncio calling. | excused
myself and went out. | stood
gazing at the flowers in the
garden as | waited to be
recalled. | was just perplexed
at what was going on... From
nowhere, it came to my
mind, the story of Jesus in
the garden of Gethsemane,
| vividly recalled the words...
let your will be done but not
mine! These words nagged
in me strongly. | could feel it.
At the end, | said yes. | could
not change the mind of the
bishop.”

When asked on what he felt
about the new office, he
responded “When | think of
the task ahead of me, makes
me fear. The load is much on
my shoulders; on one
shoulder, | feel for my
congregation and the other,
the diocese. This is what
makes me wonder whether
or not | will succeed. The
truth is that | am struggling to

process all this. | ask for
prayers.”

On the source of his
strength, Fr. Cheruiyot
sighed and responded, “I
believe, the will of God
surpasses all. My strength is
to trust in the Lord Jesus in
my prayers and especially in
the Eucharist, otherwise
everything will be a drama.”

Fr. Thomas has been one of
the leaders in the diocese on
the Pastoral Council and on
the Presbyteral Council. He
is the Father in charge of
Saint Michael Catholic Parish
Bomet. He is 11 years in
priesthood. We wish our
confrere success in his new
appointment.

Fr. Thomas Cheruiyot Kenduiywa, AJ



AJ appointed Pioneer University Vice Chancelor

By Fr. Freddy Ocun, AJ

His Excellency Yoweri
Kaguta Museveni, President
of the Republic of Uganda,
on November 23th
appointed Prof. Rev. Fr.
Callisto Locheng, AJ as the
pioneer Vice Chancellor of
Karamoja Peace and
Technology University
(KAPATU) during the
unveiling celebrations held
in the Catholic diocese of
Kotido in Karamoja.

This follows consultations
with the Pontifical
Commissary of the Apostles
of Jesus in conjunction with
bishops of Moroto and
Kotido dioceses. The local
people have received the
news of the new university
with a lot of exciting and
expectations of hope saying
it is going to bring transfor-
mation and development to
this sub region. Kapatu is a
project of the two catholic
dioceses of Moroto and
Kotido. It is the first universi-
ty to be established in this
sub region of Uganda since
independence.

The Chancellor of the
university is His Excellency
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni.

The University presidents are
the two bishops of the
Catholic dioceses of Moroto
and Kotido His Lordships
Damiano Guzzetti, Mccj and
Dominic Eibu, Mccj
respectively.

Until his recent appointment,
Prof. Callisto was Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and
Social Sciences, member of
the Senate at the University
of the Sacred Heart with
Archbishop Rev. Raphael
p’Mony Wokorach, Mccj of
the Archdiocese of Gulu as
the chancellor. He was a
member of the archdiocesan
Board of Consultors,
Episcopal Vicar for the
Religious and Chairman of
the Board of Governors for
Sacred Heart Minor
Seminary Lacor, and a
lecturer at Uganda Martyrs
National Major Seminary
Alokolum, Gulu.

In 2014, President
Museveni appointed Fr.
Callisto as the First
Chairman of the Board for
Higher Education Students
Financing Board, a position
he held for 8 years with
credibility of transparency
and accountability earning
him public recognition as
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someone reliable and
dependable.

Apostles of Jesus form a
great portion in the history of
the catholic dioceses of
Kotido and Moroto. In
Moroto is the birth of the
Apostles of Jesus while
Kotido relied on the AJs
since its erection on May
20th, 1991. For many years,
Apostles of Jesus
missionaries managed Losil-
ang Church, now the home
to the new University.

We wish our confrere good
luck and accompany him
with our prayers, for his
excellent work will bring joy
to us all as AJ family. At the
unveiling of the university
were dignitaries from Kenya,
Ethiopia, Italy, South Sudan
and Israel.

Prof. Rev. Fr. Callisto Locheng, AJ
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Open Letter to the Apostles of Jesus, A Precious Gift to the Church

Bob & Patricia

By Bob Thendiger

My name is Bob Thendiger.
My wife Patricia, and | are
members of St. Thomas
More Catholic parish in
Kansas City, Missouri USA.
This parish is in the Catholic
Diocese of Kansas City-St.
Joseph. Our Bishop is
James Johnston.

The Catholic Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph has
about 80 parishes and
151,000 Catholics. Bishop
Johnston does not have

enough priests to serve

these parishes and
Catholics. This shortage of
priests may be caused by
the materialistic culture in
the USA.

| have been told that Bishop
Johnston asked the Apostles
of Jesus to help him by
sending priests to work in
his diocese. One of these
priests is Father Pius
Wesonga. Father Pius came
to St. Thomas More parish
in July of 2024. He served
as an assistant priest to the

pastor of this parish until
July of 2025 when Bishop
Johnston assigned him to
another parish.

During this year of his
priestly service, Father Pius
was a channel of Jesus’ love
to the people of Saint
Thomas More parish. His
missionary zeal inspired us
to love Jesus more. He
spent time with us. We could
approach him. We loved him
because he was a good
shepherd. We were sad
when he left to go to another
parish. My wife Patricia
describes Father Pius’
presence among us as
“always smiling, warm, and
welcoming, ready with a
smile and a hug for
everyone, every age, every
color, every gender” We
thank the Most Holy Trinity
for Father Pius Wesonga
and his fellow priests in the

Apostles of Jesus. Their
priesthoods are precious
gifts to the Church.



We pray God to increase
their numbers and to make
them faithful and effective
ministers of His saving
graces. My wife and | give
money to support seminarian
education because we
realize that, without priests,
the people of God are
deprived of the Holy

Sacrifice of the Mass, the
food of the flesh and blood of
Jesus, and absolution from
mortal sins. Priests are
essential for our salvation
because only through them
does Jesus do such
sacramental work. My wife
and | were moved to give to
the Apostles of Jesus
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because, quoting my wife, “of
Father Pius’ dedication to
people, the example of his
intensive prayer life, seeing
the need, and knowing we
have something to give.”
Thank you, Apostles of Jesus
for coming to show us the
way to eternal life. We love
you!

CHURCH NEWS

By Fr. Pius Wesonga, AJ

The United States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) elected a
new president Archbishop
Paul S. Coakley of
Oklahoma City in their
Plenary Assembly held in
Baltimore from November
11-13th. Other leaders
elected are Bishop Daniel E.
Flores of the diocese of
Brownsville as vice president
and Bishop Kevin C.
Rhoades of Fort Wayne —
South Bend as secretary to
the conference. They
immediately at the end of the
plenary started their terms of
office which runs through
November 2028.

His Holiness Pope Leo XIV
on October 29th, appointed
our confrere Archbishop
Emmanuel Obbo, AJ.,
Metropolitan Archbishop of
Tororo, the Apostolic
Administrator of The
Catholic Diocese of Jinja
following the demise of Rev.
Bishop Charles Martin
Wamika on October 22nd,
2025. The announcement
was delivered by the
Apostolic Nunciature Office
in Uganda. We wish our
confrere, Archbishop
Emmanuel Obbo, AJ,
success in his episcopal
responsibilities.

Pope Leo XIV has appointed
a member of his order
Fr. Edward Daniang Daleng,

0O.S.A as the new vice regent
of the Pontifical Household.
According to Fr. Edward
when interviewed by Vatican
news, he said, “The Pope
has Africa in his heart.”

Fr. Edward is originally from
Nigeria. Bishop Emeritus
Philip Sulumeti of the
Catholic Diocese of
Kakamega in Kenya died on
November 9th while
receiving treatment at
Nairobi Hospital. Bishop
Sulumeti was the pioneer
bishop of Kakamega. He
was among the first bishops
in Kenya to welcome the
Apostles of Jesus Missionar-
ies in his diocese. He died at
the age of 88. May his soul
rest in eternal peace.



